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as the governors were called, at once changed all the
officials, thinking that the spoils belonged to the
new-comer. It can * well be understood how badly
a country was" managed whose civil servants were
foreigners, and foreigners, too, who were turned out
of their places just when they had begun to grasp
the details of administration. While in power, the
governor had to expend money judiciously at Con-
stantinople, in order to counteract intrigues against
himself We have from the pen of one of their Court
physicians early in the present century a graphic
account of their mode of life. Bucharest and Jassy
became centres of Asiatic luxury. The Hospodar
out-ottomaned the Ottomans in his determination to
avoid even the slightest form of exertion. His bread
was cut up into small pieces, so that his noble fingers
need not be compelled to break it, his cupbearer
held his goblet of crystal ready at his elbow, his after-
noon sleep was ensured by the complete cessation of
all business in the city. No bell might ring, no noise
of men's voices be heard before his palace while he
slept, and it is even said that some of these rulers
were lifted by their footmen, so as to save them the
trouble of walking from table to bed. Their consorts
were as extravagant and extortionate as themselves.
The dresses of one princess cost her nearly ^2,300,
which meant more in the last century than now.
Another of these amiable ladies, unable to afford a
costume which would u kill " all rivals, persuaded her
husband to banish a nobleman's wife who was better
dressed than herself. When the princely exchequer
was full, and the princess so resplendent with clothes